
SAVE THE DATE! 
The Morris County Park Commission and The Friends of Fosterfields & Cooper Mill 

are pleased to present: 

Model T Ford Day at Fosterfields 
Featuring restored Model T’s from near & far, with special programs 

___________________________________________________________________ 

Who’s Invited:  All Model T & Antique Car Enthusiasts! 

Date:   Saturday, August 25, 2018 

Time:   From 12:00 – 4:00 PM (Park open from 10:00 am to 5:00 pm)  

Address:  Fosterfields Living Historical Farm, 73 Kahdena Road, Morris 
Township, NJ  07960 

Admission:  $8 per adult, $7 per senior (65+), $6 per child age 4 through 
16, $4 per child age 2 and 3.  FREE for children under age 2 

 Model T owners who bring their cars get two FREE admission 
passes! 

All proceeds to purchase a horse-drawn wagon for farm events & parades. 

 

This summer, the beautiful setting of Fosterfields Living Historical Farm will be the site of an 
exciting & informative day for car enthusiasts of all ages.  On Saturday, August 25th, The Morris 
County Park Commission and the Friends of Fosterfields & Cooper Mill will host Model T Ford 
Day at Fosterfields, featuring displayed Model T’s owned by restorationists near & far.  Special 
events will include lectures, demonstrations, live music,  children’s activities, and Fosterfields’ 
own Transportation Exhibit.  Plenty of trailer parking on site is available, so feel free to bring your 
own!   

If you are interested in exhibiting your Model T, giving a lecture, providing a demonstration, or 
want to show your Model T restoration in progress, call Richard Seabury by July 1 at 
973.335,1876 or email seaburydistributors@yahoo.com.  

*** Special thanks to New Jersey Tinker T’s & Antique Ford Car Clubs for their support *** 

 



Miss Cara Foster’s “Damned Contraption”  
A Story of the first Model T at Fosterfields Farm, Morristown, NJ 

 

“Tell that fellow to take his damned contraption back!  Get it off the place!”  These were the words spoken 
by Mr. Charles Foster of Morristown, New Jersey on Christmas Day 1922 when he saw the Model T Ford 
his daughter, Caroline Foster, had received as a present from her friends.  It sported big red ribbons and 
a red bow; 2 white doves sat on the fender.  He may not have been happy to see this new form of 
transportation on his property, but to Miss Foster it meant greater freedom and independence, and she 
took it out for her first road trip the very next day.   It was the coupe model and cost about $450-$500 
new.   

Tradition states that Miss Foster took a few 
experimental runs around the property, and then 
headed to visit her aunts in West Hartford, Connecticut.  
In 1968, Miss Foster remembered that she left at 8 a.m., 
taking her lunch and 5 gallons of gas.  “As I drove along 
those 150 miles of deep rutted dirt roads at 20 miles per 
hour, I scarcely passed another car.  Traveling then was 
much easier than today.  You could enjoy the ride and 
watch the scenery and stop at the side of the road for 
lunch.”  Miss Cara reached her aunts’ house in Hartford 
at 8 p.m. that evening and was so tired she went right 
to bed.  Twelve hours is a long ride but it was twelve 
hours of total independence for Miss Foster, something 
she certainly appreciated.   

Mrs. Thomas Streeter, one of the friends behind the gift said “that was the best and greatest surprise I 
think Cara ever got in her life.  First time anybody had ever put their minds on what she needed.”  In the 
Ford Company’s own words, “It enables them [women] now to do things and to go places that had 
hitherto seemed out of the question.”  This statement expresses the general sentiment of the time that 
many women were moving into new and exciting territories.  As the 1920s progressed, highlighting the 
ability of the Model T to allow women to pursue 
independence became a popular theme in Ford 
advertisements. Ford told women that they can 
“drive this easily-handled car themselves” and not 
need a man to escort or help them.  Although this 
advertisement relied on stereotypes of feminine 
weakness, the overall message was that feminine 
weakness need not prohibit the modern woman 
from achieving equality. 

Miss Foster was 45 years old when she received the 
Model T Ford.  Although neither Cara nor her father 
had ever owned an automobile, Cara already knew 
how to drive.  Her wealthy friends had probably 
given her the opportunity to practice driving their 
vehicles. 



The 1922 Model T Ford is an example of the independence the Ford Motor Company gave to the public 
through its inexpensive and rugged auto.  Starting a Model T Ford in 1922 was not easy, though.  Miss 
Foster’s car had an electric starter, as well as the older “crank” method which drew gasoline into the 
engine cylinders to ignite it.  She would have had to learn to handle the various controls on the steering 
wheel and coordinate these with the floor pedals in order to propel the car.  None of this put Miss Foster 
off, though, as by this time she already was taking a lot of responsibility in running the farm and according 
to Mr. Foster’s journal, Cara knew how to operate and maintain gas engines.  

Caroline Foster went on to own several other cars, including a 1929 Hupmobile.  She donated her home 
and property to the Morris County Park Commission so that life in the 1900s could be interpreted and 
experienced by future generations.  Her Model T Ford and other vehicles were included in that vision.   

In her will, she wrote “It is contemplated 
that the Commission will erect a fire-
resistant building on a part of the farm 
which I have already deeded to it.  This will 
be a museum for the purpose of housing 
and displaying a transportation exhibit, 
including my collection of carriages, 
wagons, sleighs, harnesses, antique 
automobiles, farm equipment and other 
articles.” 

The “Driving Into the Twentieth Century” 
transportation exhibit at Fosterfields 
opened in 2005, with her Model T Ford as 
the centerpiece.    One of the distinguishing 
characteristics of this exhibit is the 

simulation areas where visitors can get hands-on.  In an actual Model T Ford cab, visitors can sit behind 
the wheel and experience the wonders and frustrations of starting and driving this car [simulation, of 
course] – not an easy feat at that time! 

Fosterfields Living Historical Farm, situated one mile west of the Morristown Green, in Morris County, 
N.J., has been under cultivation since the eighteenth century. As part of the Morris County Park 
Commission, the 200+ acre farm offers educational activities and demonstrations of 1920s farming 
methods and life.  Visitors are greeted by staff dressed in period attire and are encouraged to participate 
in various farm-related activities. They can churn butter, crack corn and feed it to the chickens, and tend 
the garden.  It is a step back in time to what farm life was like 100 years ago! 

Charles Foster, a wealthy commodities broker who bought the farm in 1881, was especially interested in 
importing and raising Jersey cows. Farming activities follow the same schedule noted in Charles Foster’s 
journal, which he maintained daily for forty years! Seasonal events at Fosterfields showcase the draft 
horses, antique farm equipment, planting and harvesting.  

The sites also offers two dwellings that visitors may tour to compare and contrast architectural style and 
contents. One home is the elegant Gothic Revival-style mansion, The Willows, built in 1854 by General 
Joseph W. Revere, a grandson of the famous American patriot Paul Revere and home for Caroline Foster 
from 1881 – 1979.  The other dwelling is the farmhouse, the first floor of which was restored to the period 
of 1918 – 1927 when Mr. Edward Woods, the farm manager, lived in it.  



Caroline Foster, lived 98 of her 102 years on the property and wanted to share the agricultural and cultural 
heritage of Fosterfields with future generations.   Miss Foster never married nor had children, but through 
her vision to donate her estate farm to the park commission, she has impacted the lives of thousands of 
children every year. 

 

 

 


