
Operating Instructions - Model MT-1
This Instrument is a reproduction of the St. Louis Electric
Works Magneto Tester circa 1916. It is quite possibly the
best tester ever designed for the Ford Model T internal
magneto. What is important to understand is that this tester
was designed and sold circa 1916 and thus later magneto
changes by Ford were not considered in the calibration of
this unit. In the interest of authenticity Fun Projects, Inc.
decided to mark the meter reading exactly the same as the
original tester and to explain the operation of the tester when
used on the later 1917-1927 magnetos.

The original tester was designed and calibrated against Ford
published magneto output voltage and current data as
published in Ford Service Bulletins. Few of the later
magnetos actually are that powerful nor do they need to be
in order to run coils only. In 1916 The Ford magneto was
expected to power both the headlights AND the coil ignition.
Later changes to the Ford magneto reduced its power output
slightly.

For connection of this instrument you will need to use 16
guage or heavier wire. The operation of this tester is as
printed on the front panel but it should be noted that so long
as the meter reading is steady and above the 1914 mark,
the magneto is of sufficient strength to properly operate
coils. This assumes only that the coils are in proper
adjustment having been setup using a Hand Cranked
Magneto Coil Tester (HCCT) or a Fun Projects, Inc.
Strobo-Spark coil tester.

The use of this magneto tester was published for several
years running in Editions 13-16 of Dyke's Automobile and
Gasoline Engine Encyclopedia. That information is reprinted
here in the info box to the right.

NOTE: It is NORMAL for the meter to not read at zero when
at rest. Do NOT attempt to zero the meter or calibrate this
instrument.
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